St John’s Mission Newsletter

Reaching out at home and overseas
Mission Sunday 13th October 2024

Go and make disciples of all nations...teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you

Matthew 28:18-20

| Following Jesus where the need is greatest. Update Ann Hill

, Middle East Emergency Appeal. Tearfund is relaunching its Appeal in re-
sponse to the rising humanitarian suffering in Gaza and Lebanon. Tearfund is
working with local churches and partners in very difficult conditions to pro-

“vide support and vital supplies to people impacted by the conflict. Many
families have lost their livelihoods as well as their homes. It’s hard to get the most basic essentials

like clean water, food, and safe, comfortable shelter. Many thousands have lost loved ones and
suffered terrible injuries.

In Gaza, Tearfund’s partner IHP (International Health Partners) is providing vital medicines to support
a number of clinics and desperately needed healthcare. In the West Bank, Tearfund is working with
the Diocese of Jerusalem to distribute food and essential supplies to those affected by the violence
and provide emergency help to local hospitals and schools. In Lebanon, Tearfund is working through

a network of local churches to provide food, shelter and assistance to people forced from their
homes by the fighting.

Please pray for:

« animmediate ceasefire, an end to the violence, and the release of all hostages.

« comfort for those who are frightened, grieving, and suffering.

« influential world leaders to make wise decisions that lead to lasting peace.

» protection from harm for families and safe places to stay.

« resilience and safety for Tearfund staff and partners who are working to provide humanitarian
assistance and medical supplies.

« ashared humanity to unite communities with forgiveness, respect, and kindness.

Event on Saturday 9th November 11am —In Conversation with Safa
Hijazeen, Tearfund Regional Director for the Middle East . Safa navi-
gates the challenges on a daily basis. He and his team interact with
church leaders and communities. Peace-building and reconciliation are
M top priorities in their day-to-day lives.

To attend in person  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in-conversation-
with-safa-hijazeen-in-person-tickets-10388778405877

To attend online https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GeOnsSXrQh218jlgcnFiDg?
utm_source=Church+Reps&utm_campaign=20c26a8ae4



See Ability First International - Ben & Katy Ray

bl We are back in Tanzania after a busy summer in the UK visiting our link

TAN ZAPH A churches and supporters. It was a great encouragement to be able to tell our

story of the last year and to hear news of what the Lord has been doing in and

through his church up and down the country — we perceived many green shoots of Kingdom growth.

Neema Crafts’ tagline is “Be part of the story”, because of the many people’s lives with which it has

become intertwined. Now back in the SAFl Tanzania offices, we’re excited to be woven into new sto-

ries as we begin to work alongside up to 80 deaf and physically disabled trainees over the next cou-

ple of years. One such person is Doris, a deaf woman who lives just around the back of our new cen-

tre. Doris is our first-ever female carpentry trainee in 13 years! Please pray that SAFl Tanzania can

be resourced and equipped to support people like Doris to discover their God-given ability and worth
in Jesus.

Soon after getting back from the UK, Ben flew to Dar to join a consultation of Tanzanian delegates to
discuss the new CMS-Africa hub. This is focused on discipling people in Muslim majority contexts. It
was a great privilege to spend three days talking with bishops and church leaders from across de-
nominations and particularly interesting to hear from those operating in the most challenging envi-
ronments in our country such as Tunduru and Zanzibar. Please pray that the unity demonstrated at
the conference can bring about signhificant outcomes for God’s Kingdom in these most challenging
areas.

As we mentioned in our church visits, if you would like to be added to our WhatsApp prayer broad-
cast list, please do contact us on: benandkaty@hotmail.co.uk

(@[@& Japanese Fresh Expressions - Minako & Simon Hall
“The Japanese Anglican Church continues its monthly Bible study and topic
JAPANESE discussion meetings at St Hugh's, Bermondsey. We are well into our explora-
EXPETEESZ?ONS tion of 1 & 2 Kings, focusing on the evolving relationship between God and Isra-
el during a time of division. Through this study, we reflect on how these histori-

cal lessons can guide us in our Christian journey today.

In September, Minako began Southwark’s training course on leading funerals, which will expand her
ministry in supporting those grieving the loss of loved ones, particularly during funeral ceremonies.
Beyond her ministry within the church, Minako devotes considerable time to her role as Head of Wel-
fare at the Japan Association. Her work strengthens connections within the Japanese community,
and one of her key efforts has been assisting people in applying for the UK’s new electronic residen-
cy eVisa ahead of the year-end deadline. This act of service has been deeply appreciated by both Ja-
pan Association members and the wider community—praise God for this blessing. On 6 October,
Minako also attended a lunch meeting hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, for
leaders of foreign language church groups. This gathering was an opportunity to connect and listen
to Archbishop Welby’s insights on ministry across cultural lines.

Please keep us in your prayers:

. For the continued equipping of our leaders as servants of God.

o For Minako’s ministry as a Licensed Lay Pioneer in the Southwark Diocese.

. For the opportunity to observe Christian funeral services in Japan.

. For her witness to those she encounters through her work with the Japan Association.

o For a member of our group who is drawing nearer to faith in Christ.

. For the growth of the church in Japan.

o And for outreach to Japanese people who have yet to acknowledge Christ as their Saviour.”



$§Sm’im Greenwich Youth For Christ, Joe Crisp-Hihn, Director

FOR CHRIST

With a new academic year there always comes a time of excitement but al-
so uncertainty. It is exciting to re-start programmes; meet new young peo-
ple and reconnect with teams and volunteers. However, there is also the
uncertainty, will the young people come back, should we change what we are doing, are we still
going to be relevant? I'm really pleased to report that groups are back up and running and attend-
ance is growing, with one exception. Young people have come back and new young people are
joining. Yet even more exciting than this, is young people are starting to engage not only with the
open-access groups we run, but the groups run by partner churches. Young people from un-
churched backgrounds are walking into churches, hearing Christian testimony, and being intro-
duced to the person of Jesus and the hope he brings.

I'm used to young people asking when can we do another trip or a sleepover. When can we go to
Nandos again? So, | was hugely encouraged when two 13-year-olds asked, “When are you next
doing that thing in the church with the band, the lights and music, we want to bring our friends?”
They were talking about the “Gathering”, running out of St Johns. The joy of hosting an event that
brings together both churched and unchurched young people around the borough is incredible. It
helps break down barriers between the church and young people, helps those in small youth
groups to see there are other Christians about and enables Churches to bring their young people
to something that is both fun but about Jesus!

= Please pray for the next Gathering, happening on the 23 Nov. That young people would be
open and receptive to the praise and worship and hearing more about Jesus.

. Please pray for the Tramshed youth group in Woolwich, the one group currently not running
due to the huge increase in cost to hire the venue. That God would provide funds or alterna-
tive opportunities.

° Please give thanks for groups that are running, pray for volunteers and for opportunities to
share and show the love of Jesus with young people.

- Please pray for developing relationships with students and teachers in Mary Magdalene
School. That we would be able to keep challenging students to think about the big ques-
tions in life!

° Pray for conversations and opportunities around GYFC hosting a cross-church Youth Alpha
course locally, starting in Jan 2025

. Please continue to pray for new trustees to join the board of GYFC.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 13th July 2025
Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate
30th Anniversary of GYFC



Sports Chaplaincy UK,

SPORTS Matt Baker, National Director for England
CHAPLAINCY Ut &8/ . . .

witter@gambettola68; Sports Chaplaincy UK @sportchaplaincy
October is a significant month for us in Sports Chaplaincy UK as we
host our conferences in England. This year under the title of A Greater Connection we have been
considering the effects of digital media on ourselves and the athletes we support and how we can
help to address this. The North conference was held at Headingley in Leeds and the South at Read-
ing. As part of the training, | also interviewed Dr Michael Bennett, Director of Player Wellbeing at the
PFA (and former Charlton player and committed Christian) to give us an insight into how to support
players both during and after their careers.

e Please pray for all those who attended the conferences as they look to put all they have
learnt into practice in their chaplaincy roles. Pray also for the conference team as we de-
brief and make plans for next year’s conferences

In the summer | was invited to speak at the launch of a Football and Religion exhibition in Malmo
Sweden. This was my third involvement in the exhibition having spoken at its previous iterations in
London and Lisbon, Portugal. Whilst in Sweden | also had meetings with some Lutheran priests with
a view to introducing chaplaincy to football clubs in the Swedish league.

e Give thanks for the exhibition and pray particularly that those who attended would be im-
pacted by the message of Jesus it contained. Pray also for the opportunity to develop foot-
ball chaplaincy in Sweden, | am told the most secular country in the world

Nearer home at Charlton things have started well on the pitch for both the men’s and women’s
teams and it is shaping up to be a good season. Gareth, co-chaplain to the men’s setup, continues
to do a great job facilitating the club in developing our culture and values and Kathryn is still doing a
significant role with the women’s team. Pre-match prayers have now continued into its 17" season
with several players regularly attending and | now send my pre-match thoughts to former Charlton
players at a variety of clubs up and down the country.

° Continue to pray for the three of us in our roles at the club, that we receive favour and
the opportunity to support and care for all at the club. Pray for all those players | have the
privilege of supporting and discipling in their walk with the Lord

Sports Chaplaincy UK is an ecumenical organisation and as such | am regularly meeting with repre-
sentatives from across denominations, most recently Methodist, Anglican and Catholic churches as
well as speaking at Churches Together in England events.

. Please pray that | have wisdom and sensitivity in these meetings as it is sometimes more
complicated working with the Church than sports bodies!

Finally, please pray for me, my assistant Christian and CEO Warren as we look to develop a
strategy to support the breadth of sports we are involved with across England and the geo-
graphical challenges this presents.



Greenwich Street Pastors - Update by Christine Legg

;- : 'wm*r ' We have been doing ‘soft’ patrols for over three years since lockdown. GSP
Em' patrols the streets of Woolwich on Friday Nights. We go out for a couple of
- hours from 7pm - 9pm or 10pm, instead of 9pm - 1 am and will probably
continue this way until a change is required and/or our humbers increase.
Woolwich is getting busier and there are more people in General Gordon Square and Woolwich Roy-
al Arsenal Riverside. The summer weather has now arrived and so we meet more people who are out
and about and thus we have more conversations. When we meet new homeless people, we can
give them sustenance and remind them about WSUP and The Day Centre, which GWNS has opened
three days a week to get showers, warm food, clothing and advice. We remain a force for good on
the streets as we are there to Care, Listen, and Help. We can help in situations where other organi-
sations are seen as threatening. We are usually able to assist people in a number of practical ways,
providing space blankets, water, and snacks. Giving out information on how to access the Food
Bank, WSUP, the GWNS Day Centre and the Winter Night Shelter. For many, just stopping and hav-
ing a conversation helps them feel less lonely and know that someone cares about them. Ifyou are
interested in knowing more about being a Street Pastor, caring, listening, and helping people, please
speak to Christine Legg, Valerie Lester, or Philip Landergan.

For your prayers we would ask:

+ Please pray for our Greenwich Street Pastors; especially for those who are key workers. Since
the pandemic our numbers are low, please pray that people in the churches who support us
and those in the Greenwich Borough, will express an interest in the work of GSP and join us for
an evening as an observer, to find out what it is like and for us when we visit them.

¢ Please pray for the homeless we meet, that the Council will soon be able to help them with ac-
commodation and pray for those with addiction, that they will find the strength to seek help.

¢ Please pray for those who are lonely, that through conversations they come to know God’s love
forthem. '

T British Youth For Christ, Neil O’Boyle, National Director
p FORCHRIST On the work front

Hard to believe it but | am entering year 9 of leading British Youth for Christ!
With major changes underway (see back page to hear all about it). Joy con-
tinues to work at Marie Curie counselling in palliative and bereavement care. Lucy has completed her
first year as a youth pastor for the junior age group for a large Anglican church in Southfields, London.

On the move

The big news is that Jake Grace and little Jude are hopefully moving to Wales! Grace successfully ap-
plied and has been offered the job as Centre Director for the newly established Bangor Youth for
Christ. It is now dependent on visas currently with the embassy and raising around £3k to move. Her
salary is provided! Needless to say, we are all a little excited!

On the study front

There are a couple of newbies entering the ring.... Maisey starts her animation BA course in Bourne-
mouth. She is very creative and finished her Art BTEC with the highest grades possible. Neil is starting
an MSc in Charity Management (recognizing the need to continually learn about the industry), which
means a weekend a month for the next 2 years in London.



British Youth For Christ contd...

Joy is coming to the end of her Spiritual formation MA and is on the final leg. Molly is loving life at Uni

in Liverpool studying performing arts, she is developing her way into songwriting with a real flare for
it.

On the prayer front

° For Maisey that her move to Bournemouth goes really well and she settles quickly.
. For Molly, that her last year brings real clarity regarding her future direction.

B For Lucy she can find a long-term home solution in London as her current situation is chal-
lenging.

o For Jake, Grace, and Jude, that they can secure the relevant visas and funds to move to Wales.

. For Joy, that she can complete her MA under the current time frame.

o For myself, as | lead the Team to deliver a transformative and life-changing strategy to impact
the lives of countless young people across the country

. Beacon Church Blackpool, Matt & Hannah Lockwood
== x REden | : . :
auniine ' Things are going well in Blackpool! We have had a wonderful summer of

: hearing stories from across our church community about how God’s story

has impacted their life. We decided in this season of change of leadership

to spend the summer focused on prayer. Part of this included a day of prayer. We spent 24 hours
praying individually and as a community. This included a church worship evening; a family worship |
hour and prayer walks around the neighbourhood. It was so powerful to engage in prayer as a church
community and is something we are continuing to do.

September marked the Lockwoods being commissioned as church leaders by the bishops. It was a
joyous occasion of celebration for us as a family but also for our whole church community.

We are in the process of discerning what God's vision is for Beacon church in this new season. May
2025 marks 5 years since the church became ‘Beacon Church’ and feels like a good point to cele-
brate, rejoice in what God has done and also look to the future. We have encouraged our PCC and
the whole church family to ask God what He is calling us towards. We pray with expectation and an-
ticipation!

Please pray:

e For us as a family (Matt, Hannah and Ezra) as we find our new normal as church leaders, bal-
ancing family, church and everything in between.

° For us as a church as we discern what the vision is for the church in this next season.

. For us as we continue to disciple people who have said yes to following Jesus and are now try-
ing to work out what that looks like for their whole life. It’s not always easy and as we all know,
takes a lifetime
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