
    Japanese Fresh Expressions, Simon & Minako Hall 

    “Since our last update in February 2021, the Japanese Anglican Church (South East 
    London) has continued its work through the main monthly meetings. For more  
    than one year our face-to-face meetings at St Hugh's Bermondsey have been 
online Zoom meetings. We have gained another two new members since our last update. Our focus on 
Bible study during these lockdown months allowed us to finish our study of the whole of Luke's Gospel. 
We have now started a new study of the Book of Daniel. When the time is right, we look forward to once 
again meeting in person. 

The fortnightly meetings here at St John's Blackheath continue online, looking at the Japanese bible to-
gether. 

Minako has been spent her time for the welfare sub-group of one of the Japanese organisations in the UK.  
Now that the lockdown restrictions on movement are gradually lifting, it has been possible to meet face 
to face with the members of this group and those needing help.  Minako has started the vocation process 
for Licenced Lay Ministry in Southwark Diocese. We plan to meet with the Japanese delegation during the 
Lambeth Conference 2022 to talk about the possibility for Fresh Expressions to be established in the 
church in Japan. 

 
Please remember us in your prayers: 

 for the leaders to be equipped as servants of God 

 for discernment in Minako’s vocation 

 for the plans for Lambeth next year for growth of the existing two groups 

for reaching out to Japanese people who have not yet acknowledged Christ as their saviour.” 
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                           Mara Diocese, Tanzania  Up date  by Elizabeth  Fleetwood  

                           Nursery school Porridge 

                          This scheme provides porridge every morning to the Nursery schools set up by the Mother’s 
Union. Children come to school hungry and the provision of porridge helps them to concentrate which 
gives them a greater advantage in their education. We know that these children are more advanced in 
their learning when they move on to Primary school.  

Bishop George wrote recently: “Thanks a million for your continued love and support that has made food 
ministry to children in Mara Diocese to become so successful. The registration number of kids has tremen-
dously gone up as we witness more parishes motivated to open kindergarten classes.“ 

Please pray for  

 Bishop George and his leadership team in the diocese 

 For the Mother’s Union 

 For the staff and children of the diocesan nursery schools 

St John’s Mission Newsletter 
Reaching out at home and overseas 

           Mission Sunday 6th June 2021  

Go and make disciples of all nations...teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you 

                                                                                 Matthew 28:18-20 

Sports Chaplaincy UK, Matt Baker, National Director for England              

twitter @gambettola68 and Sports Chaplaincy UK @sportchaplaincy 

Since my last update, at local level we have seen a change of manager at Charl-
ton with Nigel Adkins being appointed.  Nigel is very positive about chaplaincy 

having experienced it at previous clubs so already it has been great to work with him.  On the field the 
season finished with the club just outside the promotion play offs so although this means another season 
in League One there is a very good feeling around the club.  Our owner, Thomas Sandgaard, has also 
made other encouraging changes including bringing the Charlton Women’s team into the club again and 
enabling them to go full time from next season. 

 Give thanks for the ongoing positivity towards chaplaincy at the club & pray for continued develop-
ment & support in all areas including the Women’s chaplain Kathryn Sales 

 Please pray for me over the next few months as I am taking a number of funerals, ashes scatterings 
and memorial services for staff and fans who have died during the pandemic 

National Sports Sunday was held on 16th May this year and again got good coverage across the Church.  In 
particular the Church of England really engaged this year and their online service that day focussed on 
sport and particularly Sports Chaplaincy UK.  Click this link if you want to watch it, including me doing a 
reading from the Valley! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MdSCETq1_A 

 Pray for the ongoing effects of National Sports Sunday and that many in the church would take the 
opportunity to engage with the local sports community in prayer & support 

As Covid restrictions lift clubs and sports are opening up again and this includes increased involvement 
from chaplains.  I am currently looking for chaplains for Leyton Orient & Coventry as well as locally at 
Blackheath rugby club.  We are also seeing an interesting development of chaplaincy in motor racing. 

 Please pray for chaplains to be found where there are openings and for the new development in 
motor racing.  Pray too for chaplains as they seek to reengage with their clubs and sports from elite 
to grass roots level. 

Finances continue to be a challenge to us as a charity.  God has been good to us over the years and has 
always provided but the fallout from the last year has affected us.  

 Please pray in advance for talks over the next year within football as this is the last year/season of 
the current agreement 

 Pray for the Sports Chaplaincy UK finances generally that we won’t just meet the deficit but be able 
to grow as an organisation in meeting the increasing needs and demands of the community of sport 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MdSCETq1_A


The Medhurst  - Hebron School, Ooty, India  

 

Hello from the Medhursts in India! 

Well, as the horrors of India’s ‘second Covid wave’ wages war on this country, we are somewhat helpless-
ly (though very gratefully!) cocooned in the safety and comfort of the Hebron School campus, high up in 
the Nilgiris Hills in south India’s Tamil Nadu state. Our life, you’ll be pleased to hear, is a far cry from the 
suffering that you have been seeing on the news in the UK. Following a handful of Covid cases amongst 
the staff and students here at Hebron in early April, we were put into a ‘sealed’ school lockdown for a few 
weeks where no one could leave the school campus. Before this period was over, however, further local 
and state-wide restrictions came in to play, the school was forced to close, and the students who had 
been here in person (only the senior three year groups) were all sent home. It was incredibly sad to say 
goodbye to them and the logistics of getting them all back to their homes all over the continent was very 
challenging due to the increased travel restrictions. Some students ended up having to sit A-Level exams 
from hotel rooms where they were quarantining.  

Meanwhile, back at school we are continuing to teach online, as well as home-schooling our own chil-
dren. We are now in our last few weeks of term, furiously marking exam papers and writing reports. We 
have agreed to take on various new roles next year, including ‘Dorm Parents’ for the Year 12/13 boys 
boarding house and Bene as academic head for Year 10-11. What these new roles look like in practice 
though will depend a lot whether we have students here in person from August or not. 

Although Hebron is ‘closed’ there are over 50 of us (resident staff and our children) living here together, 
and as no one has left the campus for many weeks now we feel very safe and are able to interact freely as 
one big bubble. There is lots of lovely outdoor space here and our boys are really happy and settled within 
the community. 

We had planned to fly back to the UK for a month on June 31st and although we have not yet cancelled 
our flights, it is sadly not looking possible at the moment. We are praying that God will give us the grace 
to make the most of the summer holidays here in our new home and use the time both to rest and to 
serve the community here as best we can. There is much to be getting on with by way preparing for the 
next academic year and if things improve, we might be able to take a short break somewhere locally. We 
will sorely miss the opportunity to see friends and family in the UK though.  

 

Please pray especially for: 

 Healing for India and integrity with government 

 The work of the missionary families that Hebron serves, many of whom are struggling to carry out          
 their ministry effectively during these times 

   A positive end to the school year for our students, most of whom have been learning online continual              
ly since March 2020 resulting in a plethora of mental health issues 

 Our preparations to take on more responsibility within the school from August  

 Our Summer holidays, most probably still in India, in some form of lockdown 

 Hebron staff vacancies to be filled as we are currently understaffed 

 And please Lord may it be possible for Hebron to be open to students in person from August!  

 

If you would like to receive our monthly (ish!) update with news, photos and prayer points, do email us in 
rachel.medhurst@gmail.com. And we love receiving post so feel free to send post to Hebron School, Lush-
ington Hall, Ootacamund, Tamil Nadu 643 001,India.  

Neema Crafts, Iringa Tanzania, Update by  Ben & Katy Ray  

 Please could we ask people to pray for the following: 

 Praise God that we feel we are through the worst of the second wave of Covid in 
Tanzania. Also, thank God that serious measures are now underway in the country 

to tackle it - without the need for lockdown! Pray that vaccines can find their way here and the most vul-
nerable can be inoculated as soon as possible, so an expected third wave doesn't have such an impact.  

 Praise God for His swift answers to prayer with our new shop in Dar. We decided that we could open 
only if we could find a suitable manager based in Dar - within one day we had two options! We are now 
partnering with another wonderful Christian organisation called Sifa Threads (Sifa means praise). They'll 
have a 40% share of shop space and will be handling daily management there. Please pray the prepara-
tion, set up and launch goes well in July. 

 Praise God, Joe and Chloe Chettleburgh (our volunteers) have now received their work-permits and 
are (after 6 months!) half-way to getting their residency permits. Please pray the second stage can go 
more swiftly and smoothly for them.  

 Katy and I are making big decisions about our own futures currently. We are looking at a move to 
Arusha - in part for our kids' education in Jan 2022. Arusha is a real hub for tourism and travel and we 
plan to use our move to support Neema Crafts and other similar projects from there. We have established 
good connections there already and hope to operate via a new International NGO SAFI (See Ability First 
International). Please pray for great wisdom and God's provision for things like good housing etc over the 
coming months.  

 Please pray we can recruit just the right Tanzanian managers for the roles of Orders Manager and 
General Manager. We feel like we are searching for a one-in-a-million candidate for each role - but we 
believe God is able!  

 Katy's cousin Abby is with us in Iringa at the moment with CFAN (Christ for All Nations). They are pre-
paring for a week-long evangelistic crusade in June that they hope will attract up to 100,000 people! Our 
staff are all very excited by it and we have reassured them that if they are healed, they can keep their 
jobs! Please pray that this crusade can win many true disciples for Christ and that people's faith is built 
across the city. Pray for spiritual and emotional protection too especially for our vulnerable staff. Also that 
it wouldn't spread Covid!  

We are looking into starting a twice-monthly deaf service again for the Neema staff and wider deaf com-
munity who are currently still under-served by the churches. Please pray that this can get underway soon 
and can really have an impact within this important community.   

 

      London City Mission, Alan Black Director of Studies, Deputy CEO 

                        Though lockdown has diminished many activities we are very encouraged by stories of 
       what the Lord is doing through our field teams who have worked alongside churches 
       within lockdown restrictions to share the good news. In line with the Government’s 
roadmap, the following in-person activities are also now approved to take place,  

 Webber Street (our homeless centre) – indoor activities 

 Book tables for street evangelism 

 Youth groups for secondary school pupils 

 Lunch clubs for the elderly 

Please pray that this work would flourish and multiply as many churches are encouraged to reach out 
with the gospel into new communities.  

mailto:rachel.medhurst@gmail.com
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flondoncitymission.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2Fcovid19%2FSitePages%2FBook-Table-Safety-Guidelines.aspx%3Fweb%3D1&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbda979bf5a9c4a7cf79008d925e62c3e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa


 Following Jesus where the need is greatest, Update by Ann Hill  

Covid 19:  Tearfund is partnering with the People’s Vaccine Alliance to campaign for 

everyone in every country to have fair and free access to an approved Covid-

19 vaccine. Local partners are advocating for governments around the world to include refugees and oth-

er vulnerable groups in their vaccination programmes. Tearfund is also helping prepare communities for 

the roll-out of a vaccine, including equipping church leaders to dispel myths and share accurate infor-

mation about vaccination.    Interfaith peace building: Tearfund is part of the Joint Initiative for Strategic 

Religious Action which was launched in May 2021. This is a new collaborative programme that seeks to 

create interfaith peacebuilding coalitions to promote freedom of religion or belief, address religious vio-

lence and discrimination, and reconcile divided communities. The consortium will work together in Iraq, 

Nigeria, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Mali and Uganda, over the course of the next 5 years. 

Central African Republic Appeal: This appeal raised £5million three years ago and was matched by the 

UK government. So far, more than 10,000 women have learned how to read, write, and count and have 

gained skills to help them set up small businesses to support their families. Faith and community leaders 

have also been trained in gender issues and to advocate for women’s rights.  

Please pray: 

 for God to comfort those around the world who are grieving the loss of loved ones 

 for Tearfund and other aid organisations to be able to help support those whose already fragile lives 

have become desperate because of the pandemic.  

     Greenwich Street Pastors  - Update by Christine Legg  

     Within the last week, we went out on our first ‘investigative’ patrol since  
              lockdown.  We went out for a couple of hours from 7pm – 9pm to see what 
     had changed.   The police and council were positive and the people we met 
     in Woolwich were pleased to see us back.  It was a sunny Friday evening and 
Woolwich was busy with the Holiday weekend.       GSP patrol the streets of Woolwich on Friday Nights.  
We remain a force for good on the streets as we are there to Care, Listen and Help.  We can help in situa-
tions where other organisations are seen as threatening.  We are usually able to assist people in a number 
of practical ways, and give out information on how to access the Food bank and WSUP.  For many, just 
stopping and having a conversation helps them feel less lonely and know that someone cares about them.    
If you are interested in knowing more about being a Street Pastor, caring, listening and helping people, 
please speak to Christine Legg, Valerie Lester or Philip Landergan.    

 For your prayers we would ask: 

 Please pray for all of our Greenwich Street Pastors; for those who have been in self-isolation; for 
those still working (some of whom are key workers) and those working from home. 

 Please pray for all the small business owners in Woolwich who have been forced to close – we pray 
that they will be able to rebuild their businesses in time and we pray for their families. 

 Please pray for the homeless who have been rehoused but are waiting for their abodes to be redec-
orated and repaired that they will be patient while this takes place. 

 Please pray for those who are lonely, that through conversations they come to know God’s love for 
them.  Please pray for those who have been made redundant and on furlough. 

 Please pray that more people will express an interest in the work of GSP and go out as observers to 
find out what it is like. 

                

British Youth For Christ, Neil O’Boyle, National Director  

 
Please pray for  
 Neil O’Boyle who is on sabbatical from his role as National Director until 
early July.   

          For Neil, Joy and the children to enjoy this time together as a family,          

particularly after the challenges of  the pandemic 

      Greenwich Youth For Christ, Director Joe Crisp-Hihn 

I'm not sure how you currently feel and what effects the past year have had on 
you? You may be feeling comfortable and at ease with life, there may be things 
you are finding hard to adjust to or you may be unsure as to exactly how you feel 
currently. For myself leading Greenwich Youth For Christ, there is a strong sense 
of optimism, but also a mild sense of concern for young people. While personally 

there is a sense coming out of hibernation and finally being able to spread ones wings, but every-
thing taking that bit longer to adjust back into than perhaps it should. Whatever we are feeling there is a 
strong chance young people have similar feelings and emotions. They are resilient and often deal better 
with changes than us adults, however this year has seen unprecedented disruption to their routines, so-
cial lives and personal development. As we transition back into some sense of normality I am optimistic 
that, by continuing to partner with the Local Church we will be able to engage and support young people 
as they rediscover themselves and establish their routines. Yet, at the same time, have concerns as to the 
strain the last year has had on some young people's mental health and well-being.  

 

We are continuing to run open access groups where young people can engage with one another and vol-
unteers from the local church. Entering into a safe space where they are made to feel welcome, valued 
and see the love of Christ demonstrated through actions, then in time coming to hear something of the 
Good News of Christ spoken or shared with them. We are launching a new group with Blackheath and 
Charlton Baptist Church and continuing to work with St Michaels, Eltham Green Community Church and 
XLP. We have also been asked to support a small group of girls, on a weekly basis, at John Roan, struggling 
with mild levels of anxiety. This is an important responsibility to provide young people with advice and 
guidance on how to build resilience and develop coping strategies. On reflection this is a small group of 
girls, within one year group, at one school, it feels the needs are far greater than just this and we need to 
develop a program to support more young people with poor mental health on a wider level in our bor-
ough.  

 

 Please pray for young peoples’ mental health and well-being, that they would continue to adjust and     

        overcome the challenges they face. 

 Please pray for our new partnership with BCBC, that launching a new group will help to establish        

       strong links between young people and the church.  

 Please pray for the girls group at John Roan, that young people would find peace and calm away from   

       their anxiety that aims to control them.  

 Please pray for doors into more schools to open, where support can be offered to some of the young     
people strongly affected by the events of the past year.    


