
 
 
 

Begin here … 
 

D36 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 7:36-50 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
Heard the phrase, ‘I’d have loved to have been a fly on the wall’? This is one of those 
times for me. Jesus is invited to a feast at the house of a Pharisee called Simon. Then this 
happens … 
 
P1 – Known. A ‘sinful’ woman who was ‘known’ (we’re not told why but most people 
guess that she was a prostitute) enters the room & begins to weep. Words can’t describe 
the courage of this woman; walking into a place where everyone knows your sin & WILL 
judge you. 
 
P2 – Love. With her tears, she washes Jesus’ feet (they would have been covered in dust), 
dries them with her hair & kisses as she pours expensive perfume on them. This woman has 
braved the condemnation of all in order to show her love for the one who she believes 
can save her. In contrast, Simon neglected to show any of the customary hospitality to 
Jesus.  
 
P3 – Debt. Jesus, knowing Simon’s condemning thoughts, tells a parable (a story with a 
point) of 2 people in debt & their lender. 1 owes 50 denraii, the other 500 (about 18 
months wages). Kindly, the lender cancels both their debts. Jesus then asks the question – 
‘Who do you suppose loved him (the lender) more after that?’. The answer, the one with 
the greater debt. The woman was fully aware of her sin, like the one owing greater, 
showed her love greatly. Simon the Pharisee arrogantly believe he was without sin, 
showed little love. 
 
P4 – Forgiven. As we become more aware of our sin, we become more aware of our 
need for Jesus. Like the woman in this account, if we ask for forgiveness we’ll be forgiven 
& in turn we respond with our whole selves. But, if we believe we are without sin, or at least 
‘anything serious’, then we won’t ask for forgiveness and thus enjoy the freedom that is in 
giving our all to Christ.  
 
Step 3: 
 



 
 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage? 
2. What is your approach to Jesus more like, honestly; Simon’s or the woman’s? Why? 
3. Are you willing to admit your sinfulness, both to yourself & to the Lord? 
4. How do you think the woman felt when she heard Jesus’ words in verse 48? How do 

you feel o hear them directed toward you? 
 
Step 4: Ask for God’s forgiveness. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 
 

… 

D37 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 8: 1 – 3 (G O S P E L - A L L) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
It would be easy to miss these few verses but they teach us something really important 
about Jesus & the message that he brings. One of the beautiful truths of the Good News 
of Jesus is that it transcends culture & expectation, reaching all types of people from all 
types of backgrounds, including the outcast & the unlikely. 
 
Luke explains that as well as the 12 disciples, Jesus was accompanied on his journey by a 
group of women ‘who had been cured of evil spirits & diseases’. Culturally this is huge! 
Rabbis (teachers, like Jesus) did not encourage female followers. 
 
Similarly, to the disciples themselves, these women were from all walks of life. Mary would 
have spent years rejected by everyone because of her affliction, an outcast. Joanna was 
the wife of one of Herod’s (the king) officials. The outcast & the unlikely, hearing & 
responding to the Gospel. 
 
This diverse group, Luke tells us, ‘contributed from their own resources to support Jesus 
and his disciples’ (V3). They, by giving what they could, helped Jesus to share the same 
Good News that they had received. 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. What does this passage teach us about the Good News of Jesus (The Gospel)? 
3. How does this impact the way you view & the way you share the truth of Jesus? 

 
Step 4: Pray for courage to share the Gospel with all people INC. those who you wouldn’t 
normally engage with. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 



 
 
 
 

… 

D38 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 4 – 18 (4  S O I L S) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
Jesus tells a parable, this time a long one, about a farmer sowing seed. He even goes on 
to explain it to us; God is the farmer & the seed His word. The different soils represent the 
different responses of those who hear God’s word. 
 
P1 – Footpath. Rocks. Thorns. The first 3 types of people hear but none produce a crop. 
The first falls on the path, is trampled & eaten by the birds; those who hear but 
immediately reject it. The second falls on rocky ground; but doesn’t go deep, it has no 
impact when faced with temptations. The third gives the most hope, it begins to grow yet 
the worries, pleasures & carers of his world rise up causing faith to be smothered & then 
fade. 
 
P2 – Growth. The fourth type of person is the one ‘who hears God’s word, cling to it, & 
patiently produce & huge harvest’ (V15). Being a Christian is a life-long journey of 
following & sometimes clinging on to God, in all situations, as we patiently wait for his 
Kingdom to come. This is not a quick fix but a continuous transformation, let the Word go 
deep & grow in you. 
 
P3 – Hear & Act. It is no good for us to simple hear the words of Jesus. God’s kingdom is 
coming; the word of God is spreading, like the farmer sowing or the light in a dark room it 
is cast far & wide, ONLY God can reveal the ‘secrets’ of his Kingdom. The crowds were 
many, loads of people heard, the word of God was ‘sown’ BUT how many of those who 
heard, responded rightly, obeyed & acted out the teaching of Christ. We ALL hear & 
respond. The question is how? 
 
‘So pay attention to how you hear. To those who listen to my teaching, more 
understanding will be given. But for those who are not listening, even what they think they 
understand will be taken away from them.’ (V18) 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. How does Jesus say we can see growth in our lives & faith? 
3. What is your response to God’s word? 

 
Step 4: Pray that you will see ‘a huge harvest’ of God in your life & those around you. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 



 
 
 
 

… 

D39 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 8: 19 – 21 (F A M I L Y) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
For all of us, family will look a little different; some of us may have good experiences & 
others not so. Jesus was not Mary’s only child; Jesus had brothers (I guess sisters too). At 
first glance this passage may seem a bit harsh, but it is important to understand that this is 
not ‘standalone’ section but follows on from the parable of the 4 soils. 
 
As we saw yesterday Jesus explains that we are not simply to hear God’s word but to 
obey it & as we do so, over our lives, we’re transformed producing a ‘huge harvest’. He 
continues his point by explaining that as those who follow Him, ‘hear God’s word and 
obey it’, we become members of His family; children of God. 
 
‘Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or 
a husband’s will, but born of God.’ – John 1: 12 – 13 
 
When we believe & follow Jesus, God the Father give us new life & adopts us into His 
heavenly family. We are brought into a family of believers of all ages, backgrounds & 
races, united together by Christ, living for Him, called Children of God. 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. How do you feel being called a ‘Child of God’? 
3. What difference does being a child of God make to your life? 

 
 
Step 4: Thank God that he has chosen you to be part of His family. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 
 

… 

D40 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 8: 22 – 25 (C A L M) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 



 
 
 
Remember Jesus’ disciples came from all sorts of backgrounds but at least 3 (that I can 
think of) were experienced fishermen. They knew when a storm was coming, what to do 
& how bad it was. 
 
So, Jesus & the disciples are in a boat making their way across the lake. Jesus is having a 
sleep (as you do). Then a storm begins to rage, ‘filling the boat with water’ (V23). The 
storm was so fierce that the disciples, including the experienced fishermen who had spent 
their lives on this lake, were terrified. They shouted, ‘Master, Master, we’re going to drown’ 
(V24). It was bad. 
 
But Jesus, not even getting up or raising his arms or any of that, simply tells the wind & 
waves to stop (it says he ‘rebuked’ them, which basically means told them off). And as 
soon as he had spoken the storm stopped & there was calm. 
 
The story ends with these 2 questions; Jesus asks, ‘Where is your faith?’ (V25) & the 
disciples, ‘Who is this man? … he gives a command, even the wind and waves obey 
him!’.  
 
Psalm 135: 6 – 7 says, ‘The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens & on the 
earth, in the seas & all their depths. He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; he 
sends lighting with the rain, and brings out the wind from his storehouses.’ 
 
Jesus is who he says he is; the Son of God. He has authority & power over all creation, the 
LORD. The disciples were happy following Jesus when the water was calm, but when the 
storm came they began to panic. The same challenge has to come to us. When life is 
going well it can feel easy to trust God, but the real test of our faith is when the storms 
come (& they will come). Will you trust in the God of all creation or panic, trying to figure it 
out yourself? When Jesus is present, terror gives way to peace. Trust Him. 
 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. Why are we able to trust Jesus? 
3. How easy/hard do you find it to trust Jesus; in the calm? in the storms? 
4. What does trusting Jesus look like for you today? 

 
Step 4: Thank God that we can trust Jesus. Pray that you would trust Him more. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 
 

… 

 



 
 
 

D41 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 8: 26 – 39 (F R E E D) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
It’s hard to read this story & not imagine it like a scene from a film. 
 
P1 – Demons. Jesus, leaving the boat after calming the storm, is met by a man who, we’re 
told, was possessed by demons. Not 1 but a whole legion (V30), enough to kill & entire 
(large) herd of pigs. These demons caused the man to need to be chained down to 
protect himself & those around him. It was bad, the demons were seriously strong! 
 
P2 – Power. As Jesus approaches, the man falls down in front of Him. Recognising who he 
was the demons ‘shriek’ out, ‘Jesus, Son of the Most High God.’ (V29), ‘(don’t) send (us) 
into the bottomless pit.’ (V31). The power of the demons was no match for the 
undefeatable power of Jesus. Jesus is, as the demons themselves tell us, the Son of God, 
the one who has defeated the power of evil, sin & death forever! 
 
P3 – Freed. Jesus sends the demons into a nearby herd of pigs, which end up running of a 
cliff & drowning (told you it was like a movie scene). The man, now freed and in his right 
mind, asks Jesus to come with him. Instead Jesus commissions him to, ‘Go back to your 
family, and tell them everything God has done for you.’ (V39). 
 
This is a pretty dramatic story but it teaches us again about who Jesus is (the Son of God) 
& the power that he has to completely free us from anything that has a hold on us, no 
matter how strong it may feel. As we come to follow Jesus, we’re freed from our sin, in 
response the challenge is then to go & tell everyone about what he has done for us. Will 
you? 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. What does this teach us about who Jesus is & the power he has? 
3. As those following Jesus & freed. What is our call to do? 
4. Who can you tell about what Jesus has done for you today? 

 
Step 4: Pray for the 3 people you want to come to know Jesus. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 
 

… 

 
 



 
 
 

D42 
 
Step 1: Read Luke 8: 40 – 56 (D A U G H T E R pt. 1) 
Step 2: Read the commentary below 
 
Over the next 2 days we’re going to look at this encounter between Jesus a 2 very 
different people, both in desperate need of Him & His healing power. 
 
Jairus was a leader in a local synagogue. He was an important man, looked up to by his 
community & given great standing. He comes to Jesus pleading for him to come and 
heal his 12-year-old daughter who is dying. 
 
But as Jesus is on his way to Jairus’ house we’re introduced to an unnamed woman. 
We’re told that this woman has been bleeding for 12 years (notice. The same ‘age’ as 
Jairus’ daughter). In that society this woman would have been ritually unclean (see. 
Leviticus 15:25) & so too anyone that she touched. She would have been rejected by 
everyone, a complete outcast, the opposite of Jairus. 
 
We’re not told why she thinks it will make a difference, but the woman weaves through 
the crowd to simply touch Jesus’ robe in a last-ditch attempt to be healed. Remember 
whoever she touches is made unclean. As she reaches for Jesus, she does not make Him 
unclean but instead he ‘cleans’ her, bringing healing & the bleeding to stop. 
 
The woman tries to slip away. Jesus, knowing the power had left him, is not interested in 
simply bringing her a miracle (as if he’s got some magic robe) but knowing her & 
explaining that it was her faith that healed her. Could you imagine her surprise as this 
woman, shamed & rejected for 12 years, is met by Jesus with the words, ‘daughter’? 
 
Jesus has power to heal, but he also wants to know us personally as children of God. 
 
Continues tomorrow. 
 
Step 3: 
 

1. What stands out to you from today’s passage & commentary? 
2. What is different about Jairus & the woman? What is the same? 
3. What was it that healed the woman? 
4. How do you think the woman would feel when Jesus calls her ‘daughter’? 

 
Step 4: Pray for those you know who are suffering. Ask God to bring healing to them. 
 
Step 5: Share your thoughts with your family, via. social media or at your next GROUPS 
 

… 


