
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

START HERE … 
 
 

‘There’s nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation  
through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one  
way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes,  
training us to live God’s way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped  

up for the tasks God has for us.’ – 1 Timothy 3: 16 – 17 (The Message Bible) 
 
 
Whilst we’re not meeting normally we want to help you, young people & families, create 
space to read the Bible, learn, discuss & pray together. This is our Luke Daily Devotions 
Youth & Family Pack. 
 
Each day you’ll read a short passage from Luke’s Gospel, either watch a video or read a 
short commentary, discuss & answer some questions and then pray. There is space after 
each question for you to write down your thoughts. 
 
This is the first 14 days. Don’t worry if you miss a day. Just pick up where you left off and 
carry on. 
 
If you have your own Instagram or Facebook account we’d love you share your thoughts 
on our stjohnsblackheathyouth accounts. If not share with your GROUPS when you meet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINT THIS OUT IF YOU CAN OR MAKE NOTES  
IN YOUR YOUTH NOTEPAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

READY … 
 

DAY 1 
Step 1: Read Luke 1: 1 – 4 & Acts 1: 1 – 2 (Intro) 
Step 2: Watch the video here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIb_dCIxzr0 Step 3:  

1. Compare the 2 passages you’ve read. What do you notice? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Luke was a doctor. He ‘carefully investigated everything’. What does this tell us 
about the book we’re about the study?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What is Luke’s reason to write this Gospel?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. From reading & watching the video, what are you most looking forward to as we 
read & think through Luke together?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray that you will be certain of the truth about Jesus. Step  

5: Post your thoughts  

… 
 



 
 
 

DAY 2 
Step 1: Read Luke 1: 5 – 25 (Promise of birth: John)  

Step 2: Read the commentary  

God had been silent for 400 years. There are so many priests by this point that for 
Zechariah this week of service is a once in a life time moment. But God chooses him for 
more than entering the sanctuary*, he begins breaking his silence. He sends an Angel 
(Gabriel), to let Zechariah know he’s going to do something he thought impossible long 
ago, his wife Elizabeth, is going to have a son. And this son is going to prepare the way, 
with the power & spirit of Elijah, for the coming of the Lord**.  

Struggling to believe (both he and his wife are OLD!), Zechariah questions. In rebuke***, 
Gabriel silences Zechariah until his son is born.  

*the Holy place in the temple.  
**that’s Jesus. 
***like a strong telling off.  
 
Step 3:  

1. What stands out to you from the passage?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Imagine yourself in Zechariah’s shoes. What would your reaction be? Would you 
find it easy or hard to believe?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. How does the bible describe what John will be like? What stands out to you about 
that?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

4. Have you had a prayer answered? Have you heard stories of answered prayer?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 
Step 5: Post your thoughts  

… 

DAY 3 
Step 1: Read Luke 1: 26 – 38 (Promise of birth: Jesus)  

Step 2: Read the commentary  

There are loads of similarities with the foretelling of the birth of John the Baptist. But it is 
clear that Jesus is going to be the greater of the two. Jesus is not making the way for the 
Lord, he IS the Son of God himself. He is THE one who will take King David’s throne (v32) 
and will bring God’s never- ending rule (v33).  

But how can a virgin have a child? Simply put, by the Holy Spirit and the power of God. 
Not that this doesn’t raise a whole LOAD more questions. BUT, Mary having heard from an 
angel, drops it there and gives herself freely to serve God.  

Step 3:  

1. We hear this story every Christmas. What amazes you about it? What stands out? 
What questions do you have?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Where can you see parallels between this story and the story leading up to the birth 
of John the Baptist? (Luke1: 5 – 25)  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

3. What does the Angel say about Jesus & His Kingdom?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What surprises you about Mary’s reaction? How would you have reacted?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 
Step 5: Post your thoughts  

… 
 

DAY 4 
Step 1: Read Luke 1: 39 – 56 (Mary & Elizabeth + Mary’s Song)  

Step 2: Read the commentary  

Love this! Even in the womb, John rejoiced at the coming of Jesus, the saviour (v41).  

Notice how Mary, hears from God, understands God’s work in her life (& Elizabeth’s) and 
what he’s bringing in Jesus ... and she responds in song.  

Mary’s song is often referred to as ‘The Magnificat’. To magnify* is to make something 
seem bigger than it is. Except what Mary is doing is not making God bigger, no one can 
do that, she is expanding her understanding of WHO GOD IS. As she praises Him, her heart 
is changed.  

*magnificat Step 3:  

1. What stands out to you from this story & Mary’s song?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

2. What does Mary’s song teach us about who God is?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. How easy do you find it to praise God through life’s ups & downs?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What would it look like for you to worship God today?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 
Step 5: Post your thoughts  

… 

DAY 5 

Step 1: Read Luke 1: 57 – 80 (Birth of John + Zechariah’s Prophecy)  

Step 2: Read the commentary  

To the Eastern audience a name was, and is so much more than simply something you 
like the sound of. The meaning of the name given was a destiny for the child to either fulfil 
or not. Hence, Jesus meaning ‘Saviour’. To give a name outside of the family was 
shocking to those close to the couple who had assumed the child would be called 
Zechariah, or at least a family name.  

Zechariah gives the name John and after months (9 at least) of silence bursts into praising 
God. This song is often called the ‘Benedictus’. In this Zechariah beautifully proclaims the 
coming of a Saviour who would redeem his people AND that HIS SON, John, would 
prepare the way.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
Step 3:  

1. Do you know what your name means? Find out.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What stands out to you from the passage? Why?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. Why do you think Zechariah bursts out in praise? What do you think about what he 
says?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What are you thankful to God for today & in your life?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Step 4: Thank God for the thing(s) you thought of Step  

5: Post your thoughts  

 

… 
 

 



 
 
 

DAY 6 
Step 1: Read Luke 2: 1 – 6 (Birth of Jesus)  

Step 2: Read the commentary  

In these 7 verses we learn so much about the sacrifice made my Jesus to save us. He, the 
Son of God, stoops down from on High, laying down all his glory and slender, humbling 
himself to be born in a manager*, wrapped in bits of cloth**.  

The passage starts with a focus on the Roman Emperor, Augustus (v1), hailed as one of 
the greatest and most powerful men on earth, godlike even. Then moving to Quirinius, a 
powerful man ruling over the whole of Syria (v2). Then to Joseph, a poor man (v4), 
followed by Mary, an unmarried, pregnant woman. Luke moves us down from power to 
poverty, finally focusing on the baby Jesus, at the very lowest, yet the King of Heaven.  

‘Jesus became low in order that we might inherit great spiritual treasure. Because he did, 
all those who trust in Christ have the sure hope that they will be brought to heaven with 
Jesus when they die (Luke 23: 42 – 43)’ – (Mike McKinley, Luke 1 – 12 for you)  

*an animals feeding bucket **not even a blanket  

Step 3:  

1. How do you feel as you read this story and the commentary?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What are the key points for you? The highlights?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Do you find it easy to trust in Jesus and what he’s done for you? What are the joys & 
challenges for you?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

4. How can you humble yourself to serve others today?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray for our world, that we may humbly serve, that people may trust in Jesus.  

Step 5: Post your thoughts  

… 
 

DAY 7 
Step 1: Read Luke 2: 8 – 20 (Shepherds) 

 
Step 2: Read the commentary 

While shepherds washed their socks by night, right?  

It is super easy to miss this significance of this story because we’ve all had the tea-towel 
and knotted tights wrapped round our heads. Today I want us to reclaim the very simply 
message of this short story. God seeks the broken, the lost and the humbled.  

The shepherds were despised, distrusted & deprived of their civil rights. Yet as we saw 
yesterday, God chooses to reveal himself, not to the rich or important as we’d expect, 
but to the lowly, those who are, by nature of their position in society, more than aware of 
their need.  

In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3), Jesus tells us that those who are poor in spirit ARE blessed. 
See to recognise our sin, shame and powerlessness is to recognise our NEED of Jesus. And 
Jesus reaches out to us in that place, just like the Shepherds on the hillside, and offers us 
all that we need, Himself, our Saviour & King.  

Again, the Shepherds, scared at first, hearing the message, go and rejoice, praising God. 
There is freedom in surrender.  

Step 3:  

1. Do you remember dressing up as a Shepherd? Tell the story. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Why was it so shocking that God choose to tells the Shepherds about Jesus first? 
Via. loads of Angels!  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Do you find you try to solve things in live on your own? What would it look like for 
you to trust God?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What have you learnt over this first week of devotions?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Thank God for Jesus. If you haven’t already and want to, ask Jesus into your life 
today.  

Step 5: Post your thoughts  

 

 

 

WELL DONE FOR COMPLETING WEEK 1, READY FOR WEEK 2 … 

 

 



 
 
 

DAY 8 
Step 1: Luke 1 – 2 Overview (Watch ‘The Birth of Jesus – Gospel of Luke Ch. 1 – 2’) 

Step 2: Watch the video here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OLezoUvOEQ 

Step 3: 

1. Was there anything new you learnt or something you knew that was emphasised to 
you whilst watching the video? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is different between the Kingdoms of Man (Earthly Kingdoms) & the Kingdom 
of God? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Jesus turns the world upside down. Can you think of any examples from the Gospels 
or New Testament where we see this in practice? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Are there areas in your life that you know Jesus might want to turn upside down? 
(attitudes, habits, behaviours etc.) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray – 1. What you love about God, 2. What you’re sorry for, 3. What you need 
God’s help with, 4. Someone you want to pray for. 

Step 5: Post your thoughts 

… 



 
 
 

DAY 9 
Step 1: Read Luke 2: 21 – 24 (Jesus brought to the temple) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

Remember back to day 1, we heard how Luke ‘carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning (of Jeusus’ life)’ (v3) ‘so that [we] can be certain of the truth (about Jesus)’. To 
investigate is to go into the details, to review what has been spoken. Part of Luke’s 
process would no doubt of included speaking to eyewitnesses, hearing their stories, 
questioning them and writing this down. 

But, have you ever wondered how Luke knows so much about Jesus’ birth, childhood and 
Mary’s thoughts & emotions? Many commentators* & scholars* believe Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, could have been one of those eyewitnesses. 

‘We know from the book of Acts, which Luke also authored, that he probably spent 
extended time alone in Jerusalem while his traveling companion Paul was in prison (see 
Acts 21:17 – 24:27). It is not hard to imagine that Mary was herself part of the church family 
there. This would, of course, explain how Luke has access to the details of Mary’s inner life 
(see Luke 2:19, 33, 51) and to the two events that took place in the temple shortly after 
Jesus’ birth’ – Mike McKinley, Luke 1 – 12 for you. 

Focusing back on today’s passage, we might find this a bit strange. The idea of 
circumcision (on the eighth day), purification for the mother, the setting apart of the 
firstborn and sacrificing a ‘pair of turtledoves or pigeons’ (the sacrifice for the poor). All 
these things God commanded to the Jews in his Law, they were for His chosen people 
(Leviticus 12: 2-6, Exodus 13:2, 12, 15). And then, possibly the strangest of all to us, calling 
their son the name an angel told them to (remember the significance of a name in that 
culture). Notice though, regardless of how strange it may seem to us now, how Mary & 
Joseph obey and love God. They are set apart for Him. They give, what they have, to 
God, for His glory. 

*people who study the bible 

Step 3: 

1. What do you think of the idea that Luke may have sat with Mary and heard her 
stories of Jesus’ life? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

2. Luke writes that we may be certain of the truth about Jesus (v3). What stories of 
Jesus in the bible, help you to be certain that he is the Saviour & the Son of God? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. To be Holy is to be set apart, to be different for God. Sometimes we do this well, 
sometimes not. When we ask, God forgives us, through Jesus’ sacrifice & Grace. 
When do you find it easy & when do you find it hard to be ‘set apart’, different for 
God? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Thank God for making you Holy through Jesus’ sacrifice for you. Ask God to help 
you be ‘set apart’ for Him. 

Step 5: Post your thoughts 

… 
DAY 10 
Step 1: Read Luke 2: 25 – 40 (Simeon & Anna) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

Yesterday we heard of Mary & Joseph taking Jesus to the temple for the Jewish rituals 
that were to be performed with a new born child, specifically a firstborn boy. But whilst 
they are there at the temple they meet 2 amazing people; Simeon & Anna, both of 
whom had been waiting a LONG time for God’s promised Messiah. 

Simeon is described as righteous* & devout** (v25) with the Holy Spirit (pre-Pentecost) on 
him. And that the Spirit had revealed to him that he would SEE the Messiah, Jesus, before 
he died (v26). Anna, well into her eighties, has given her life to God prophesying, praying 
& fasting. 

On seeing M&J, Simeon takes the baby Jesus in his arms (I’m imagining Lion King too) and 
understands that this child is the fulfilment of God’s promise to him, bringing ‘a light to 
reveal God to the nations’(v27-28). Similarly, Anna gives praise because of what Jesus will 
bring about, salvation for all those who believe. 



 
 
 
But Simeon explains that Jesus, whilst causing great joy for many, will also cause many to 
fall (v34). In this Luke begins to hint at the cost of the salvation that Jesus will bring; Jesus’ 
death, he points us to the cross. The salvation that Christ brings is not free, it is to us, but it 
comes only because of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. As Jesus takes OUR 
punishment, he makes a way for us to have life as he calls us to believe, trust & follow Him. 

Yet, Luke also speaks of the splitting of the Jewish people of the time, and indeed the 
whole of humanity that follows to this day, ‘he has been sent as a sign from God, but 
many will oppose him’. Throughout the Gospels we hear time and time again of some 
who love & follow Jesus (joy) but with that (often the religious leaders or those in authority) 
who hate & despise Him (fall). 

To trust in Jesus is to receive life, life that only He can bring. However, there is a flipside, 
without Christ is death. You have to choose; do you believe & follow or walk away? 

‘God’s salvation is not a ‘what’ but a ‘who’. To see Jesus is to see God’s salvation.’ – Mike 
McKinley, Luke 1 – 12 for you 

*Godly conduct towards others 

**carefully doing religious duties 

 

Step 3: 

1. If you’re a Christian, who has been significant in helping you to believe in & follow 
Jesus? Tell someone why. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and thanks God for Him. What sort of thoughts & 
feelings do you think Simeon was experiencing at this point? (remember he & Anna 
had waited a LONG time for this) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Simeon tells M&J that Jesus will bring salvation but also cause many to fall. What 
things might people use to oppose Jesus today? How would you respond to them? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. We are waiting for Jesus’ return now. Jesus calls us to ‘go & make disciples of all 
nations’ (Matt 28:18-20). What does it look like for you to live out this call in your life, 
community & families? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 3 people that you want to see Jesus and know Him themselves. 

Step 5: Post your thoughts. 

… 
DAY 11 
Step 1: Read Luke 2: 41 – 52 (Jesus in the temple) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

My mum tells a story of a time when I was 2 or 3 years old and was having a tantrum in 
Toys’R’us (when that was still a thing). She ‘left’ me whilst I screamed, not knowing where 
she was I soon stopped, started to panic and she came picked me up and, in her words, 
‘You never had another tantrum again’. 

In today’s story we hear of Jesus as a 12-year-old going to the temple and staying there 
for 3 days listening & asking questions of the religious teachers. All the while Mary & 
Joseph searching for their son, ‘franticly’ among their friends & family. You can imagine 
the worry and panic that Jesus’ parents felt as they tried to find Jesus. It’s makes my little 
tantrum in the shop look ridiculous. 

Then there’s this amazing moment when Mary & Joseph find him, saying they’ve 
searched for Him everywhere. Jesus responds, ‘But why did you need to search? … didn’t 
you know that I must be in my Father’s house?’. This may not be how we’ve responded if 
our parents had been trying to find us all over the city for the last 3 days. 

Jesus’ reply is not as insensitive as it may seem at first. Mary says, ‘Your Father (Joseph) 
and I have been searching’. It seems like Jesus is shocked by them not knowing where he 
would be. See, Jesus picks on the word Father, knowing and obedient to his earthly, 
adopted Father Joseph, but genuinely conscious of His true Father, God and his need to 
be with Him. 

For Mary & Joseph, their relationship with their son is far from a conventual one, as we 
know from the past couple of chapters of Luke. They know that Jesus is the Son of God. 



 
 
 
For M&J and us too, when we believe that Jesus is who he says he is, the ‘normal’ place 
of things in our lives needs to shift to make way for Jesus. Our ambitions, loves and 
attitudes towards others need to move in the light of who Jesus is. 

Step 3: 

1. How do you think your parent or carer would respond if they couldn’t find you for 3 
days? Ask them. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Why was Jesus surprised by his Mary’s reaction? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What does this teach us about who Jesus is? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What difference does believing that Jesus is the Son of God make to your life? 
Share with someone. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 

Step 5: Share your thoughts 

 
… 

 

 



 
 
 

DAY 12 
Step 1: Read Luke 3: 1 – 20 (John the Baptist) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

Just like in Ch. 2, Luke gives us an exact time when these things happened by referencing 
those who were in power (V1 – 2). Luke is giving us, as the reader, the proof that we need 
to believe the stories that he’s writing down, he gives us historical evidence. 

We’ve moved from the boy Jesus to the adult John, who up until now has been living in 
the wilderness. But God calls John out, just like many prophets before (Jeremiah 1:4, 
Ezekiel 1:3) with a mission in mind; to ‘prepare the way for the LORD’s coming!’ (V4, Isa. 
40: 3 – 5). 

John proclaimed ‘a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. 

‘Repentance involves a choice to turn the course of one’s life (change direction); it 
involves both turning away from fundamental commitment to sin and turning toward the 
Lord (God’s ways) in obedience’ – Mike McKinley, Luke 1 – 12 for You 

As we read we see that several people came humbly before John asking what they 
should do to turn around and follow God. The first is tax collectors (hated by everyone, 
known for their corruption & arrogance), John tells them to stop taking taxes, to 
completely change their way of life (V12-13). Second are some soldiers (again, not known 
for their humility), John tells them to stop, in effect stealing people’s money and lying 
about them but instead to be content with what they had (V14). To see these people 
living differently caused some people around to ask, in shock at what’d happened, if 
John was the Messiah they had been waiting for. 

But John’s response is that someone is coming who is far greater that he could ever be. 
Someone that he is ‘not worthy to be his slave’. John explains that the one to come will 
not baptise with water, but ‘with the Holy Spirit and fire’ (V16). 

‘Verse 17 provide a vivid word picture of what that baptism will look like: Jesus is coming 
to bring the repentant (those who turn away from sin, “the wheat”) into the barn, but the 
unrepentant (those who DO NOT TURN, “the chaff”) will be burned up “with 
unquenchable fire”. In short, the one who is coming will bring judgement that separates.’ 
- Mike McKinley, Luke 1 – 12 for You 

 

 

QUESTiONS ON THE NEXT PAGE 

 



 
 
 
Step 3: 

1. What do you think it was that made the tax collectors & solider want to turn around 
and live differently for God? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. How does John prepare the way for Jesus? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Why do you think John says, ‘I’m not even worthy to be his (Jesus’) slave and untie 
the straps of his sandals.’? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What does this passage teach us about the need for repentance? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. What different does this make to the way you share about Jesus’ message with 
people? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray for the 3 people you want to come to know Jesus 

Step 5: Share your thoughts 

 

… 
 



 
 
 

DAY 13 
Step 1: Luke 3: 21 – 22 (Jesus baptised) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

So, Jesus has spent the last 30 years growing up, running off to the temple occasionally, 
becoming a man, learning Joseph’s trade (as a craftsman), walking, eating, talking with 
other people and generally doing & going through all the things a normal person in his 
time would of. Much of this similar to us now too. 

But he is not like everyone else – he is the Son of God. However, in his humanity he 
identifies with the very ones that he has come to save. See we are all in need of a saviour 
because we all choose to sin and disobey God’s commands for our lives. Jesus on the 
other hand lived completely according to the will of His heavenly Father, God, just as 
God wanted for all creation. 

That is why John is a bit confused when Jesus comes to be baptised (Matt.3: 13-17). 
Remember from yesterday, baptism is a symbolic act of washing away our sins and then 
going, turning and living differently. However, Jesus was and is perfect. He doesn’t need 
to be baptised for his sake. Yet Christ as a human identifies with those he has come to 
save - he (Jesus) is ‘numbered with the transgressors (sinners, humans)’ (Isa.53:12). In doing 
this Jesus both shares in the experience of humanity whilst setting himself apart as the 
ONLY one who is holy and does not need to turn, he is walking as God has called Him too. 

And then an amazing thing happens. As Jesus is praying, the Holy Spirit comes on Him 
and God the Father speaks, saying, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me 
great joy” (V22). God declares (like one of those #prouddad moments), this IS my Son. 
Jesus IS the Son of God. God is pleased with Him. Jesus is doing His Father will. He is the 
perfect one who can stand in the place of the imperfect and bring them life. 

 

Step 3: 

1. What stood out to you from today’s bible reading & commentary? Tell someone. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Why does Jesus growing up as a human matter? What does it teach us about Him? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
 
 

3. Why was John surprised at Jesus wanting to be baptised? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What does Jesus’ baptism teach us about who we are and who he is? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Who does God say Jesus is? Who do YOU say Jesus is? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Step 4: Pray 

Step 5: Share your thoughts 

… 
DAY 14 
Step 1: Read Luke 3: 23 – 38 (Genealogy, Family Tree) 

Step 2: Read the commentary below 

Why is this here? Well, remember back when we looked at the naming of John and we 
learnt that for an Eastern Jewish person a name is much more than just something you like 
the sound of. The same significance, if not more is given to the family line (who you’re 
related to). It gives a person their identity. The words ‘Son’ & ‘Father’ are used no matter 
how far up the family tree you go (i.e. my (Matt Lockwood, that’s me) Father is John, but 
in biblical family trees my dad’s Father, Ray (my grandad), could also be called my Father 
and his Father (my great grandad) & so on. 

When Luke puts this here, coupled with yesterday’s passage about the baptism of Jesus 
and God’s proclaiming him ‘my Son with whom I am well pleased’ (Luke 3:22), he is telling 
us something about the humanity of Jesus, but also his distinctiveness as a true Son of 
God. 



 
 
 
Point 1. ‘Jesus was known as the son of Joseph’ (V23) – he was to everyone else Joseph’s 
son, a carpenter in Galilee (thus a Galilean). Therefore, (remembering the whole son, 
father back as far as you like thing), a son of David (THE King David), and thus part of the 
royal family line of Judah. Going back further a son of Abraham, an Israelite. Luke 
identifies Jesus with a village, to a nation, to a whole people group. But Luke takes us right 
back to Adam (the first human), identifying Christ with the WHOLE of humanity. 

Point 2. ‘Adam was the Son of God.’ (V38) (The first Adam) – Adam carried with him the 
identity of a Son of God, God created him in his likeness. But Adam disobeyed God, he 
sinned and separated both himself and ALL (that includes you and me) from God. Adam 
in affect cuts off the family line from God. 

Point 3. Jesus is God’s Son, the Son of God (The second Adam). Christ is like us in our 
humanity but equally is not in that he is completely obedient to God the Father. Jesus 
restores the family line by being obedient to God, even to death, taking our sin and 
making a way for us to be adapted in to God’s family. 

‘God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself 
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.’ – 
Ephesians 1: 5 

 

Step 3: 

1. Why do family trees (genealogy) matter so much to Luke’s original readers? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is significant about the family tree of Jesus? What people groups does he 
identity with because of it? (look at the commentary, point 1). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What happens to the family line & our relationship with God when Adam sins? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 
 

4. What is the difference between Jesus and those who had come before him? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. What does Ephesians 1: 5 tell the family of God & our place in it? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Step 4: Thank God that he has made a way for you to be part of his family through Jesus 

Step 5: Share your thoughts 

 
… 

 

 

 

 

GOOD WORK, NEXT ONE COMING SOON … 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentaries based on ‘Luke 1 – 12 For you’ by Mike McKinley 


